THE WAKULLA VQLCANO

Whoever goes to Tallahassee will hear of
the mysterious smoke of Wakulla, It was first
talked of in the early days when St., Marks was
just beginning to be known as.a landing-place
for Gulf-coast vessels. The sailors saw 1t,
from far out on the water, a tall , slender
column, now black like pitch-smoke, now gray
like the smoke from burningleaves, and anon
white like steam., Its apparent location is in

.~ the midst of a swamp, very little.above tide-"
water, wherein grow every conceivableraquatic
weed and grass and bush and tree,=a jungle a
hundred-fold more difficult to penetrate than
any in Africa or India. )

BEvery newspaper attache who happens to get
into Middle Florida feels in duty bound to
"write up" this smoky phenomenon, but always

' ; ke at a distance, and mostly from hearsay evidence.
He gets upon suuwe nagh, windy hill near Tallahassec, and looking
southeast, sces, or what 1s quite the same, imagines hc sees, the
lifting jet trembling against the sky, and hc writes. He gocs and
secs Judge White, and writes more. He secs Col, Brevard, or Mayor
Lewis, or Cept. Dyke, and adds some interesting particulars, He in=-
terviews an aged darky, who remembers 'when de fus' house wus built
in Tollchassce," and prolongs thec account, For the rest he driws
upon his imagination, or if his imagination should chance to bec slow
to move, he whets it with a bottle of scuppernonge. »

The older inhabitants of Tallahassce may, if you are an intimate
friend, tell you that once the New York Herald sent 2 man to cxplorc
the swemp, and cxplain the smoke of Wakulla., You will hear that this
man got lost in the jungle, and came ncar dying, and saw wondecrful
things, ond went away a wiser and silcenter correspondent thaon was
ever in that rcgion before or since. You may get from Judge Whitc-

o genial and genulnely intercsting gentleman-some account of his own
cffort to recach the foot of that tall smoke~column; how hce floundered
for miles through mud-slush, water, sawgrass, swampweeds, and bay
thickets, millions of wmosquitoes and legions of snakes, till, at last
he rcached o tall pine on a tussock; how he nailed cleats and climb-
ed, and nailecd clecats and climbed, up this treec, for a hundred feet
or more, and with a field-glass looked at the smoke, still six milcs
distant; and how his assistants 2all gave up and deserted him, and how
wild jungle was utterly impassablc any farhter, and how he came down
from his trce, and floundecrcd and splashed and swam and dragged and
fought his way back to ter»a firma, sick, discouraged, but morc thon
cver impressced with the strangeness of that smoke rising from the
awful quagmirc.

And it is no hoax, no illusion, no crcation of a vivid Southern
imagination, Thc smoke is therc, It has been noted and commented on
for necarly fifty years., It has been secn, almost constantly, frow
the north, the east, the south, and the west, Its location has been
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accuratoly determined by intelligent ‘observetlons, It is o pernancnt
and persistent mystery. It is the greatest physical phenomenon in
Florida, It is o stending temptation to inguisitive and adventurce
somc folk,=a constant taunt and banter whioh nature flaunts in the fa-
ces of scicntific explorers, and it offers the reward of famc for
high achievemnent to whomsoever will solve its riddle.

It was, as has been sald, first noticed by sailors on thec Gulf
coast, and by dponge~fishers; afterwards it camc to be a source o i
considerable speculation by the early inhabitants of Leon and vWakulla
countics. TFor o time it was believed that it was a sort of beacon
or signal nmade by a band of snugglers or plrates, who had a rcndcz-
vous therc. Some would explain it by supposing that runaway negrocs
had a camp in the swanp. During the war it was held to be a colony
of descrters from the Confederate army. Since the war it has been
dubbed o volcano. Such, in short, is the history of the Wekulla
snoke,

(Bxcerpts from A TALLAHASSEE GIRL, by Maurice Thoupson, published
in 1881.

Ln article on the Wakulla Voleano appearced in the Meorch 15, -
1964 issuc of THZ T.ILAHISSEE DEMOCRAT in which writer Hallic Boyles
states that the volcano, uentioned so often in novels and other chron=
icles of Territorisl Florida, disappeared after an carthqualke in
1886 struck Charleston, S. Ce and killed 60 peoplec, The same quake
rang churchbells in St. Lugustine, causcd water to digapvedr in Lake
Jockson north of Tallahasscc, and a dry well to start flowing in
Graccvillc.

There Were nany theorics about the colunn of suoke. Sonie people
thoughtit was bandits or pirates hiding out in the swanps, and during
the Civil War they werc descrtcrSes..or cscaped slaves. Slaves then-
sclves thought it was the Devil's tar pit,

Tour nen clain to have scen the volcano, One, Willian Wyatt of
Tallchassce, who likes to arguc that "The Tallashassce Girl" was Ellen
Coll Long and her father in the book the Eirl's rcal father, Richard
Keith Call (tho he dicd in 1862 and the book concerned Tallahassce in
1880) went with Fred Vinpee to the arca about 1932, Hec says they
started out with a Model T Pord, 2 nachete, a hand=-ox, flashlight,
ond sone sandwiches. The car t22k then as far as it could and they
went on foot past two abandoned sawnills at Flint Rock and Fanlcew,
then hacked their way southwest to the Gulf., They finally found rocks
as blg as houses strewn over a four-nilc area, Sone boulders 1ooked
like solid stone walls., They slept overnite on top a rock, battled
nosquitos, and when returning to Tallahassce agreed with a men in Wa-
cissa who told then they werc dan' fools,

Judge 4, Le Porter of Crawfordville and Jancs Kirkland prcceded
Tyatt and Uinpee to the place, finding it while thrashing thru the
Pinhook on a hunting trip.in the late 1920's. "We saw o rocky kndll
with o small crater in it," said Judge Porter, and 1t appearcd to be
burncd." He thought gas had cescaped and been sct on fire, He also
added,"I hate to give anything away that belongs o Tekulla County,
by re-apportionment or anything clse, but I have to say the volcano
was in Jefferson County."



